
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter #1 – April 2018 
 
Contingent Leaders Welcome 
Welcome to the Australian Contingent to Illuminate 
2019! There are 500 lucky Venturers and around 70 
Leaders who will call come together to make this an 
unforgettable experience.  l look forward to meeting 
each and every one of you in the lead up at our 
orientation days and on the event itself. 
 
We are all part of the team and we each have a role to 
play during the lead up and during the event.  I know the 
Contingent Management Team will achieve its goal to 
bring you one of the very best Scouting events, but l need 
you to do your part to make this event a success. 
 
As we progress over the next few months you are going 
to need to provide additional information back to us, pick 
optional activities, make prompt payments, maybe 
provide additional medical information and work 
through the travel arrangements with us.  You need to 
respond quickly to our requests and get the details back 
to us promptly so we can keep working on bringing you 
the best event ever. 
 
You also need to keep yourself informed.  This can be 
done a number of ways, including reading our 
newsletters, emails, following us on Facebook and 
following the New Zealand Illuminate page.  Once 
expeditions are allocated in July you will get the 
opportunity to meet your new unit mates online prior to 
attending. 
 
Finally stay excited, this is going to be one of the best 
experiences of your life! Keep your eye on the goal, keep 
fundraising to help reduce the load on your parents and 
yourself, and we look forward to seeing you all later this 
year. 

Rik Scholes 
Contingent Leader 

Illuminate 2019 – Australian Contingent 
 

Where is everyone from?  
State Venturers Leaders 
ACT 16 1 
NSW 145 17 
QLD 44 3 
SA 25 5 

TAS 2 1 
VIC 233 32 
WA 35 2 

Total 500 63 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the International Commissioner, 
Scouts Australia 
Congratulations on joining the Australian Contingent to 
the 14th New Zealand Venture! 
  
Australia has a great tradition in sending large 
Contingents to New Zealand Ventures, and this year is no 
exception. With over 500 participants from around 
Australia, you are set for a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
across the ditch! 
  
New Zealand is the adventure capital of the world, and 
your Contingent Team is spending many hundreds of 
hours on preparation to ensure that you will enjoy the 
very best program possible. Be sure to read all of the 
information in this newsletter and follow all instructions 
as soon as possible to make their job that little bit easier. 
  
Travelling to an international event is a highlight for all 
Scouting members and I have every confidence that this 
will be an amazing experience that you will never forget. 
Make sure that you are as prepared as possible by 
staying active in your local Venturer Scout Unit 
throughout the year ahead and be ready to join the 
adventure as soon as you arrive. 
  
I look forward to joining with you in New Zealand next 
summer for all the fun and excitement of Illuminate 
2019! 

 
Aaron Wardle 

International Commissioner 
Scouts Australia 

 
  



More Line Leaders needed! 
We have managed to secure additional Venturer 
positions over and above our original plans.  As a result 
we now have additional Line Leader positions available. 
 
We are looking for another 10 enthusiastic leaders to 
join the team to support our Venturers!  This will make 
the final Contingent size 570 members. 
 
Do you know an enthusiastic Venturer Leader who loves 
a challenge and works well with youth?  If so please let 
them know about the Australian Contingent so they can 
share in the experience and support our Venturers! 
 
Flights 
Now is the time to triple check and make sure all your 
details are correct – we’re locking in all your flight 
bookings by the end of April. It’s super important that we 
give all the right details to the airlines, so we can jet over 
to NZ without any problems!  If you want to return to a 
different airport to your departure we need know this 
too.  
 
Passports 
To travel to New Zealand with the Contingent you will 
need a current passport with an expiry date of no earlier 
than 15 July 2019.  We require your passport details by 
no later than 1 August 2018.   
 
If you do not currently have a passport, or it expires 
before or during the Venture, you need to make 
arrangements now to apply for or to renew your 
passport.  
 
You can pick up a passport application form at any 
Australia Post outlet or find more information online at 
www.passports.gov.au 
 
Passports can take some time to arrange, so we 
recommend you follow this up NOW.  Once you have 
your passport details, please ensure they are updated in 
the ‘Travel’ section of your online registration  
 

 
 

Travel Dates 
Departure time will be varied as the Contingent will be 
spread over many flights. Most attending Pre Tour will 
be leaving Australia on 27th December 2018, those from 
WA will be departing on 26th December 2018. Similarly, 
the majority of those only attending the Venture and 
Post Stay will be departing Australia on 31st December 
2018, while some people may have flights departing on 
30th December 2018.  
The whole contingent will return to Australia on 15th 
January 2019 following the Post Stay.  Flight times range 
from 9:30am to 11pm depending on the location.  
Further information on flight times will be provided at 
the orientation days in November 2018. 
 

 
 
Pre Tour 
The itinerary for Pre Tour is packed full of exciting 
adventures waiting for you to enjoy. We will be hitting 
up what is known as the adventure capital of the world, 
Queenstown, on 27th December 2018. For those 
Venturers who dare, you will have the opportunity to 
head up to the Nevis Swing, go parasailing or explore an 
amazing canyon. Venturers who are more to be more 
chilled can enjoy chowing down a famous Fergburger or 
seeing the scenic views of Milford Sound. Your adventure 
will be what you make of it!  

On the 31th December 2018 we will be wrapping up Pre 
Tour but don’t let that get you down! We will be flying to 
Auckland and travelling to Kaiwaka, Northland where 
you’ll join the rest of you contingent to get ready, get set 
and go forth on the next part of your adventure!  

The Pre Tour features a number of included activities, 
and a points system where you can pick from a range of 
optional activities.  There will also be the option to 
purchase additional points for those that want to add a 
little extra to their Pre Tour experience, or choose from 
the premium activities list.  



Pre Tour activities selection will open in September 2018 
and you will be able to build your own Pre Tour itinerary 
using our online adventure builder.  

The Pre Tour will operate in Pre Tour units, based around 
some key activities that you pick. This way you will be 
with people who want to do similar activities, but rest 
assured you will still be able to see your mates in other 
units and do activities with them too.  

Each Pre Tour unit will have between 16 and 21 
Venturers (both male and female) and 2 Unit Leaders. 
With people from all over Australia. It is a truly Australian 
Contingent.  

There are still positions available for the contingent Pre 
Tour! Here’s all you need to do: 

1. Log back into your online application on 
the https://registrations.international.scouts.c
om.au/Login.asp  

2. Click ‘Edit’ on your application 
3. Go to the ‘Travel Details’ section 
4. Under ‘Pre/Post Tour Details’, select “Yes” to 

the Contingent Pre-Tour 
5. Your payment schedule will change, to account 

for the additional Pre-Tour fee.  

 

Phase 1 Expeditions 
The Venture kicks off with Phase One where you’ll be 
heading off on your expeditions. This is a five day offsite 
expedition and don’t worry if you are not with your 
friends, you can make many more! By now, you should 
have selected your Phase One expedition preferences 
from the extensive list. All of the expeditions offer a 
diverse range of activities to suit each individual’s taste. 

Phase 1 expeditions are assigned by the New Zealand 
Venture Organising Committee (VOC), not by the 
Australian Contingent.  The VOC (Venture Organising 
Committee) have advised they hope to assign 
expeditions during July 2018 and you will be notified 
which Phase One expedition you have been assigned 
shortly after.   

 

 
Phase 2 On/Off site selections 
You’ll all arrive back from your expeditions hyped from 
all the excitement and ready for Phase Two! This is 
where you will get to pick the on and off site activities 
you wish to do during that week. There will be a lot of 
amazing opportunities during the day and night to get 
your blood pumping.  

Details of these will come down the track, and again 
these are organised by the NZ VOC. You will be advised 
of the options available later this year, and you will be 
able to select these through the online application 
system.  

 
 
Post Stay 
Last but certainly by far not least, we have the Australian 
Contingent Post Stay!  

The whole Australian Contingent will participate in a 4-
day, 4-night post stay following the Venture. Venturers 
will be able to roam the scenic town of Rotorua, enjoy 
the delightful food and learn more about the cultural 
side of NZ with a visit to Mitai Maori Village. A visit to 
Velocity Valley (formally Agroventures) will get the blood 
pumping – activities include giant swing, jetboating and 
skydive simulator.  
 

With the adventure drawing to a close, on our final night 
together, we will celebrate with a special dinner for the 
entire contingent. This will give you the chance to say 
goodbye to your new mates and prepare yourself for 
going home the next day.  

Are you ready for an Illuminating experience? 

Orientation Days 

We know that you’re excited to head on this trip of a 
lifetime, and we are too! So that we’re all on the same 
page and able to jump straight in to Illuminate 2019, it’s 
important that you attend the Orientation Day for your 
state. You’ll get to find out even more about our 
adventure together, meet the Contingent team, get your 
merchandise (including your Contingent Shirts, so you 
can be travelling in style), plus lots more! 



The Orientation Days are on: 

• 10/11/18 – Perth 
• 11/11/18 – Adelaide 
• 17/11/18 – Brisbane 
• 18/11/18 – Canberra  
• 24/11/18 – Melbourne 
• 25/11/18 – Sydney 

Save the date! 

Attending one of these Orientation Days is mandatory 
for all Contingent Members. Your Contingent issue 
merchandise will be available to collect on these 
orientation days. 

We are currently working through those options for 
those in Hobart and remote regional areas. More 
information will follow in later newsletters What 
awesome included merchandise do you get? 

• Travel Bag – All your stuff must fit into this! 
• 2 x Australian Contingent Shirts 
• 2 x Australian Scarf 
• Name Bar 
• 2 x Australian Contingent Badges 

 

What are the extra goods you can get your hands on? 
• Tent 
• Contingent Jacket 
• Extra Shirts 
• Extra Badges 

 

Details of how to order additional merchandise is at 
http://nzv2019.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/Newsletter-1-Tents-
Jackets.pdf   
 
Payments  
To enable us to take you on this adventure of a lifetime, 
you need to make sure you stay up to date on with 
payments. If you’re reading this right now, please raise 
your right hand straight up above your head, rotate your 
arm so your hand is facing behind you, and then give 
yourself a pat on the back! You’ve already paid a deposit! 
For future payments, you can pay in small amounts 
frequently, or by lump sum – whatever works better for 
you is totally fine by us, we just ask that you have paid 
the full amount by the due date. 
 
How to make payments 
Payments to attend Illuminate 2019 with the Australian 
Contingent can only be made online through the 
Contingent application system. We accept Visa & 
MasterCard only. 

1. Log into your account 
https://registrations.international.scouts.com.a
u/Login.asp  

2. Click on the status menu. 

3. Click on the “Make a Payment” button on the right 
hand side above the summary of payments table. 

4. Enter or choose the amount you wish to pay 
5. Then click process transaction you will receive 

confirmation if your payment has been approved or 
declined.  

6. (Optional but advised) Download a receipt from the 
status page. 

 
Payment Schedule – Next payment due soon! 

Date Venture Only Venture & Pre 
Tour Combined 

On Application $ 500 $ 650 
14 March 2018 $ 250 $ 330 
1 May 2018 $ 750 $ 980 
1 July 2018 $ 750 $ 980 
1 September 
2018 

$ 680 $ 980 

1 November 
2018 

Additional fees $ 160 + 
Additional fees 

Additional fees include expedition fees, flight surcharges, 
tent costs and other additional merchandise costs. 
 
Withdrawal Fee Structure 
If you do decide for any reason that you need to 
withdraw from Contingent, you need to let us know as 
soon as possible (in writing by email or letter). The 
Withdrawal and Refund policy is set out below: 
Entire Event Withdrawal 

Dates Withdrawal Policy 
Before 30/6/18 Full refund of all fees paid 
From 1/7/18 – 31/8/18 Refund of fees less $400 
From 1/9/18 – 31/10/18 Refund of fees less $1000 
After 1/11/2018 No refund available 

unless covered by travel 
insurance policy (i.e. 
recent medical condition 
preventing travel etc.) 

Pre Tour Only Withdrawal 
Refunds for this component cannot be guaranteed once 
your application is accepted. Any refund will be at the 
discretion of the Finance Manager. 

Any refunds will be made back to the Visa / MasterCard 
originally used to make the payment.  We will allow for 
swapping of members subject to name change fees. 
 
You’ll be hearing from us again soon! 
We’ll be keeping in touch frequently so we can make 
sure you’re up to date with everything that’s going on. 
Watch out for the following newsletters around these 
dates: 

- June 2018  Newsletter #2 
- August 2018  Newsletter #3 
- November 2018  Newsletter #4 
- December 2018  Newsletter #5 



Introducing some of the team 
 
Rik Scholes 
Contingent Leader 
 
Rik has been a leader for 17 years, and is currently a 
Venturer Leader at Baden Powell Park Scout Group in 
Victoria. He has a passion for adventurous activities 
especially canoeing, ski-touring and bushwalking. Rik 
has been to many Jamborees and Ventures and taken 
many senior leadership roles at National and 
International Events – most recently at the 13th New 
Zealand Venture and the 15th World Scout Rover Moot. 
He is looking forward to managing a team of Leaders 
and Youth who will put together a truly amazing 
international Scouting experience. 

 
Lisa Picking 
Deputy Contingent Leader 
 
Lisa has been in Scouting for 12 years, first as a Rover, 
then as a Venturer Leader. Before that, she was a 
Guide, but don’t hold that against her! International 
events have been a huge interest of Lisa’s from her first 
trip overseas to a Guide camp near Lancaster, UK in 
2001. Since then, she’s participated in and supported 
three New Zealand Moots, worked as Reception 
Manager at KISC, been Contingent Advisor to the 
Australian Contingent to KISC in 2016 and now she’s 
turning her hand to the NZ Venture in 2019! In her 
spare time (whatever the heck that is!), she’s the State 
Commissioner – International for Victoria. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tasman Cocks-Wheaton 
Assistant Contingent Leader 
 
Tasman has been seizing every opportunity he can in 
scouting since 2007.  Attending Ventures in both 
Australia and New Zealand, Tasman has created many 
lasting friendships and both Ventures have provided 
unforgettable experiences. He has a passion for many 
forms of adventurous activities and is looking forward 
to sharing these during the upcoming travels. He is now 
a Rover in North East Victoria and cannot wait to make 
your international adventure an amazing one. 
 
 
Kate Zuiderwyk 
Assistant Contingent Leader 
 
Kate was dragged into the family tradition of scouting at 
the age of 5 and they haven’t been able to get her away 
since. She is currently a Rover at 1st Austinmer group 
and always up for giving a helping hand. 
Kate had the opportunity to attend 2013 Jamboree and 
2016 New Zealand Venture. She enjoys exploring the 
great outdoors with her camera and getting down and 
dirty while caving. Kate is looking forward to helping 
create the most memorable experience for all 
participants. 
 
Both Kate and Tasman play a key role in ensuring that the 
Venturer youth have a voice on the Contingent Team, 
they are one of the primary points of contact for 
Venturers during the trip. 
 
Our contingent management team consists of 15 
members and we will introduce the others over the 
next few newsletters. 
 
 
 
 
Australian Contingent 
14th New Zealand Venture 
 
PO Box 3401 
Morwell MC.  VIC.  3841 
 
Email  admin@nzv2019.com 
Web  www.nzv2019.com 
Facebook www.facebook.com/nzv2019 

  



 
 
 


